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Pleasant Hill

Church of the Brethren July & August 2010

Invitation Time

We have an Invitation time every Sunday at the close of our worship
service. The invitation is a time to do some serious business with God. This
invitation may make you feel uncomfortable and | say, "Good, because that
is what it is designed to do!” | have often felt the same sense of concern for
my own soul during the invitation.

There should be a time to make life changing decisions after a sin-
cere and moving worship service and after a sermon which leads to deeper
gpiritual understanding. The worship draws us close to the Lord and the
sermon is a call to action. The invitation allows us to make the commitments
needed to answer that call to action. Suppose a coach gave a rousing call
to action to his football team and then they all just walked quietly out onto
the field and went about the game as if nothing mattered. This is like a ser-
mon without an invitation.

An invitation urges the lost to be saved and the backslidden to be re-
covered to Christ. An invitation also allows the Christian believer to have
his/her needs met through ancinting or recommitment or through prayer. Do
not be afraid to come to the front of the church during the invitation. Jesus
will meet you there in the power of his spirit.

Fastor Fl?

Vacation Bible School and Our Family

| have a unigue experience of helping with my children's class at Va-
cation Bible School, which lets me see the excitement in them when they are
learning the lessons of the week. What the kids learn during Vacation Bible
School goes beyond a fun week at church, they are learning about God and
Jesus, and forming friendships that are going to last a lifetime. I'm so glad
that | get to be part of that. We can't wait for this year's VBS to start!

A«y Swek

July 4 Independence Day
Psalm 64
July 11
Psalm 75
July 18 Communion
Psalm 89
July 25
Psalm 100
August 1
Psalm 113
August 8 VBS Program
Summer Picnic
August 15
Psalm 124
August 22
Psalm 133
August 29
Psalm 150
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http://www.pleasanthillchurchofthebrethren.org/
http://www.campharmony.org/
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10:45 Children's Church
BO0PMCRYF

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 ? d
Yolunteers to West End
Food Pantry
[ L~ ~~Youth at Creation- f~rmmmmn !
{~~hnnual Conferance~ ~
4 Independence Day a i 1 8 q 0
800 AM Service 1100 AM J0Y Club Volunteers to CoB Home | Yolunteers to West End
815 Children's Church 00 PM Praise Team 900 AM [uilters Food Pantry
545 AM Sunday Schanl Practice G- PM Youth Small Group
10:30 AM Servica
10:45 Children's Church
NO CAYF
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ (02| CIFTRIBRTE R e b B ]
i 12 ki 14 ] (i 1
800 AM Service 6:30 "M Commission 00 PM Praise Team 900 AM Huilters Yolunteers to West End
815 Children's Church Mestings Practice G-8 PM Youth Small Group | Food Pantry
543 AM Sunday Schaonl 100 PM Board Maating 00 PM Ball Chair
10:30 AM Service Practice
10:45 Children's Church
B:00 PM CRYF.
18 Summar Communion 19 20 il i 23 24
H.00 AM Service 100 PM Praise Team | Volunteers to Coff Home | Yoluntzers to West End
815 Children's Church Practice 300 AM Quilters Food Pantry
545 AM Sunday School G-8 PM Youth Small Group | 00 PM Bell Choir
10:80 AM Service Practice
10:45 Children's Church
Day at DelGrosso's
GO0 PMCAYF
2 Pl 4] 8 A Kl d
800 AM Service 00 PM Congregational - | #00 PM Praise Team 900 AM Muilters Volunteers to West End
815 Children's Church Husiness Meting Practice G-8 PM Youth Small Group | Food Pantry
943 AM Sunday Schanl 00 PM Bell Chair
10:30 AM Servica Practice
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
| ? 3 4 g i 1
800 AM Service M0 PM Praise Team Volunteers to Cofl Home | Yolunteers to West End 9AM—2PM Blood Drive
815 Children's Church Practice G-8 PM Youth Small Group | Food Pantry at Pleasant Hill
915 AM Sunday Schoal 100 PM Bell Chair

10:30 AM Service Practice

ESS PE;”SFBE\TFS Eharth fr e e e i bation Bible School—3AM td Noon Monday through Friday [Preschool to Gth Grade) s g s s s s

B Summer Ficnic g 10 i 12 13 14
9.00 AM Breakfast N0 BOARD MEETING 00 AM Praise Team 9:.00 AM luilters Yolunteers to West End

9:80 AM Power Point Practice G-8 M Youth Small Group | Food Pantry

10,00 AM Bible Schoal Pro- 9AM District Women's

gram and Warship Ministries Homa Day

11:30 AM Church Grove for 100 PM Bell Chair

Picnic and Activities Practice

1 i 17 18 19 20 Vi
800 AM Service H00 PM Praise Team Volunteers to CoB Home | Yolunteers tn West End

815 Children's Church Practice 900 AM [uilters Food Pantry

915 AM Sunday Schoal G-8 PM Youth Small Group | 700 PM Bell Chair

10:30 AM Service Practice

10:45 Children's Church

GO0 PMCRYF.

77 23 2 20 i 71 8
.00 AM Service 0 PM Praise Team 900 AM luilters Yolunteers to West End

815 Children's Church Practice G-8 PM Youth Small Group | Food Pantry

545 AM Sunday Schanl 00 PM Ball Chair

10:30 AM Service Practice

10:45 Children's Church

Yellow Creek

29 al Kl

8:.00 AM Service H00 PM Praise Team

815 Children's Church Practice

915 AM Sunday Schoal
10:30 AM Service

10:45 Children's Church
B00 PMCRYF
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MARK YOUR

CALENDAR

Upcoming
Church of the Brethren
events and activities:

July 3-7 Church of the
Brethren Annual Confer-
ence and various board
meetings, Pittsburgh, Pa.

July 17-22 Church of the
Brethren National Youth
Conference, Colorado State
Univ., Fort Collins, Colo.

July 18-Aug. 6 Brethren
Volunteer Service summer
unit orientation, Harrison-
burg, Va.

Aug. 15-25 Brethren

Volunteer Service/Brethren
Revival Fellowship unit ori-
entation, New Windsor, Md.

Sept. 19-Oct. 8 Brethren
Volunteer Service fall unit
orientation, New Windsor,
Md.

TAPESTRY is a newsletter
highlighting the mission and
ministries of the Church of
the Brethren. It is published
10 times a year by the Office
of Interpretation in Elgin, Ill.

TAPESTRY is inserted in
each SOURCE mailing and
posted on www.brethren.org;
congregations and districts
are encouraged to make
copies for distribution via
newsletters or other means.

‘Live in harmony with one another’

Drawing inspiration from Rom. 12:15-
17, approximately 100 Church of the
Brethren members gathered to worship
and work together Apr. 22-25 at Camp
Harmony (Hooversville, Pa.).

Previously known as the Cross-
Cultural Celebration and Consultation,
this 12th Intercultural Consultation and
Celebration was both a continuation of
work from previous years and a move-
ment in a new direction, guided by the
denomination’s Intercultural Advisory
Committee and Rubén Deoleo, director
of Intercultural Ministry.

The event drew people from congrega-
tions across the US and Puerto Rico, rep-
resenting many ethnic groups including
African Americans, white Americans,
and Spanish speakers with roots in coun-
tries around the world.

Activities for particpants included a
variety of Bible studies and workshops, a
session on mentoring, rich meals, and the
event’s hallmark lively worship in a vari-
ety of styles and languages.

Yoo
b P,

Photos by Gilbert Romero, Ruby Deoleo
At left, participants in this year's
Intercultural Consultation and Celebration
enjoy a meal together. Above, a worship
time at the event sizzles with energy.

Pastor Samuel Sarpiya of Rockford
(111.) Community Church of the Brethren
and On Earth Peace delivered the open-
ing sermon and set the tone for the event,
speaking eloquently about how the
church’s peace heritage has influenced
his work in Rockford following a police
shooting in a black neighborhood.

Other worship times featured a mes-
sage by Ray Hileman, pastor of Miami
(Fla.) First Church of the Brethren, and a
service led by Don Mitchell of
Harrisburg (Pa.) First Church of the
Brethren that wove together ‘music and
reflections from several participants.

During the weekend, the third annual
“Revelation 7:9 Diversity Award” was
presented to Carol Yeazell for her sup-
port of racial/ethnic and intercultural
ministries.

All three worship times and some other
sessions were webcast in partnership
with Bethany Theological Seminary.
They are available at www.bethanysemi-
nary.edu/webcast/intercultural2010.



Church of the Brethren Congre-
gational Life Ministries and the New
Church Development Advisory
Committee, in partnership with the
Brethren Academy for Ministerial
Leadership and hosted by Bethany.
Guest leaders Jim Henderson and
Rose Madrid-Swetman provided
provocative and practical perspectives
and tools for connecting with non-
Christians and engaging local commu-
nities with the transforming gospel.
Henderson challenged the gathering to
“take back Jesus” from Christianity
and stay focused on valuing the “out-
sider” unconditionally, while clearly
following Jesus. Swetman shared the

RESOURCE CORNER

CONFERENCE WEBCASTS
Annual ]
Confer- 4 tﬂé’"ln -
ence has f’/ ¥ 4«
unveiled LA ‘—}/
plans to SEn Oﬁ’Sf/
run a

pilot test of webcasting (broadcasting
live over the Internet) several ses-
sions, including Sunday morning
worship on July 4 beginning at 10
a.m. EDT. The conference takes
place July 3-7. Details can be found
at www.bethanyseminary.edu/web-
cast/annualconference2010.

Participants in this year’s New Church Development Conference join‘in worship.

purpose for and practical forms of
community-based servant ministry,
drawing on her experience as a pas-
tor/planter in the Seattle area.
Workshops were led by church
planters and leaders, focusing on top-
ics such as holistic health for planters,
practical steps for beginning a plant,
and the district’s role in supporting
new plants. A total of 30 workshops
were offered, including a complete
track of workshops in Spanish.
Worship and prayer rooted the con-
ference. Belita Mitchell, former
Annual Conference moderator and

current pastor of Harrisburg (Pa.) First
Church of the Brethren, preached at
the opening service, and church
planter Lidia Gonzalez provided
encouragement and challenge for the
closing. Worship was coordinated by
Bethany professor Tara Hornbacker.

Two evening sessions were open to
the public, the second of which drew
an overall attendance of 180 people to
hear two atheists talk about their
experiences visiting local Church of
the Brethren congregations.

For more information, visit
www.brethren.org/churchplanting.

Week of July 4: Pray for the people
newly called to various board and
committees at this year’s Annual
Conference in Pittsburgh as they
take on roles of guidance, leader-
ship, and decision-making. Lift up
all those whom God has called to
lead the church in various ways.

Week of July 11: Praise God for
those who are serving the church in
mission work both in places across
this country and in nations around
the globe. Reflect on ways that you
can be a part of that work.

FOR THIS WE PRAY

Week of July 18: Pray for the
Church of the Brethren National
Youth Conference taking place this
week in Fort Collins, Colo., and the
nearly 3,000 youth and advisors
gathered there. Ponder the NYC
theme from 2 Cor. 4 and what it
means to be “more than meets the
eye” as followers of Christ.

Week of July 25: Say a word of
prayer and thanks for the Brethren
Historical Library and Archives and
for all the people who work to pre-
serve the riches of the past.







